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Embracing the obstacle / moving image  

Sunday 24th September 2006  the enchanted wood -  Schuurlo Sint - Maria Aalter Belgium  

 

On Sunday 24th September 2006 Marianne Turck of the vzw 'Het betoverd bos' (a non-profit 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŜƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƻƻŘΩύ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƭŜƴŀ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΣ 

that mainly consisted of performances. Both organizations found each other in a common project 

The artists of the Milena Geert Vermeire, Filip Van de Velde and Stefaan van Biesen repeated a 

number of previous performances already given in the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, 

presented in a different form however. 

The visitors were invited to participate in the event which often lasted only 24 hours; they 

completed the exhibition through their presence. So it is not only about exhibiting but also about 

performances which come about in interaction among the public and the artists. 

About the concept ôperformance õ: 

The body becomes a carrier of thoughts, an image in space. An image which touches you with the 

eyes. An act that comforts and touches. 

Spaces are created with the body, a human field, in which the visitor can move. Performances are 

moving human fields, in which one participates as a visitor one resonates with and which one is 

moved by. Becoming a three-dimensional image, where one meets oneself as a visitor. 

ΨWŜŘŜƴ aŜƴǎŎƘ ƛǎǘ Ŝƛƴ YǸƴǎǘƭŜǊΩ όҐ 9ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘύ όWƻǎŜǇƘ .ŜǳȅǎύΦ 

 



Embracing the obstacle -  Geert Vermeire and Stefaan van B iesen  

In this performance the visitor experiences the protagonists in a near tangible way when entering 

the house. Just like they are connected to each other, two worlds are thus connected to each other 

 

 

 

The obstacle is at the same time an invitation to participate. Some will consider this as a possibility 

to go from one space to another. Both protagonists stand just outside the house, but at the same 

time they are standing on the doorstep looking at what is connecting them. They stand inside as 

well as outside. Their connection is like a cutting line through the house. The performance creates a 

passage. Physically the visitor has to pass the protagonists, who look like obstacles yet still create 

an opening. 

 

 



 

 



We are travelling spaces (II) / drawin g and meaning  

 

Inside the Milena great interest is attached to the making of notes. Travelling notes, drawing and 

writing, are important while being on the road. In the entrance hall of the old house, travelling 

notes, which were made in Berlin and Amsterdam 2006 during the 'Gepäckträger-project' (= 

Luggage carrier), were shown. One of the rooms was also completely drawn and described by Geert 

Vermeire and Stefaan van Biesen. This on the spot creation is also a form of being on the road. 

Creating the nomadic aspect of art with what is in store. One draws an inner journey starting from 

being on the road. They are visitors, who leave traces 

 

 


